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The University of Zaragoza originated from a School of Arts created by the Church in 1183 
and it became a Studium Generale (General University for all the Sciences) by decision of 

Emperor Charles V  in 1542 (and previously of pope  Julius III, 1554). 

University building 
at Magdalena Sq. 

(1587-1973) 
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The old university venues were 
mainly destroyed during the second 
napoleonic siege (1809) 

Cerbuna chapel 

1973 
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Polish Vistula Legion Infantry in 

Saragossa, P. Courcelle & J. Gibral 
Assaut du monastère de Santa-Engracia, Louis-

François Baron Lejeune [February 8, 1809] 

Vistula Legion. 3.500 polish soldiers from the Grand Duchy of Warsaw took 
part in the napoleonic sieges of Zaragoza (1808-1809). 300 of them fell. 
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“In memory of the Polish soldiers who 
fought with honour during the siege of 
Zaragoza in the years 1808 i 1809. The 
«Siege of Zaragoza» Cultural 
Association. I-XI-MMXIII”. 

November 1, 2013, the Polish Ambassador to 
Spain Tomasz Arabski and the Mayor of Zaragoza 
Juan Antonio Belloch unveiled a plaque in the 
Santa Engracia Basilica, commemorating Polish 
soldiers who fought in Zaragoza (1808-1809). 
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Paraninfo Building, Rectorate headquarters 
after the plans of the architect Ricardo Magdalena, 1893 (rest. 2008) 
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Paraninfo Hall: the space for solemn ceremonies 
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April 7, 2017: Ceremonial for the 475th Anniversary of the UZ foundation 

1542-2017 



The University of Zaragoza grants its 475th Anniversary Medal to Dr. XuLin Chief 
Director of the Confucius Institutes (April 7, 2016)  
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Aragón     (Kingdom of Aragon, 1035-1707) 
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EU 

Mediterranean expansion of the Aragonese Crown, 14-15 Cent  



Zaragoza 

• 
La Almunia de doña 

Godina 
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143 km 

74 km 

181 km 

53 km 
University of 
Zaragoza campuses and  
schools: 
 
Zaragoza       (12) 
Huesca            (5) 
Teruel              (3) 
La Almunia     (1) 
Jaca (Summer Courses; 
ELE courses since 1927) 



Campus Río Ebro 

Campus  
San Francisco Campus  

Veterinaria 

Paraninfo 

Main campuses at the city of Zaragoza 

School of Engineering 
and Architecture 

School of Medicine 
Education Faculty 
Faculty of Social and 
 Labor Sciences 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Faculty of Sciences 
Faculty of Law 
Faculty of Arts 

Faculty of Economics 
and Business 

Faculty of Veterinary 
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Roman walls 

Roman theater 

Zaragoza an ancient city,  
more than 2.200 years old 

Caesar Augusta 
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The islamic Palace of Aljaferia,  
nowadays seat of the Aragonese Parliament 

Zaragoza, a monumental city 
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El Pilar cathedral (1638-1961) by the Ebro river 
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Zaragoza, a  city of culture 

Museums 
 
-Roman M. (Caesar 
Augusta) 
-Zaragoza M. 
-Alma mater M. 
-Tapestries M. 
-Goya M. 
-Pablo Gargallo M. 
-Pablo Serrano M. 
-Camon Aznar M. 
-Fire M. 
-Origami M. 
-Center of Histories 
-Natural Sciences M. 



Avantgarde architecture 
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Zaragoza 
 
(702.406 inhabitants) 

 
an industrious and  
business city 
 
automotive,  
home appliances,  
insurance,  
food distribution,  
logistics,  
pulp and paper, 
meat products, 
sportwear... 

2017 
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Huesca 

-Polytechnic School (Agricultural and       
Rural Environment Engineering 
Environmental Science) 
-Faculty of Human Sciences and 
Education 
-Faculty of Business and Public 
Management 
-Faculty of Health Sciences and 
Sports 
-School of Nursing 
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-Faculty of Social and Human 
Sciences (Psychology, Education, Fine 
Arts, Business Management) 
 
-Polytechnic School (Electronic and 
Computational Engineering) 

Teruel 
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U. Zaragoza 
U.P. Navarra 
U. Rioja 
U. Lleida 
+ 
U. Pau (UPPA) 
U. Toulouse 

A cluster of universities 



Multidisciplinary University 

Arts and Humanities 
Social Sciences and Law 
Experimental Sciences 
Health Sciences 
Engineering and Architecture 
 

• 54 Bachelors Degrees 
• 63 Master Degrees 
• 45 Doctoral Programs 
• 85 Specific Courses 

 



23  Schools   
56 Departments 
1 Doctoral School 
10 Research Institutes 

Schools and Centers  



Bachelor students 27,282 54% females 
Master students 1,732 55% females 
PhD students 1,878 55% females 

Specific courses students 1,611 

International students (in&out) 2,044 62% females 

International students in ELE 
courses 

1,240 60% females 

Academic staff 4,161 45% females 
Administrative staff 1,732 59% females 

Year 2016-2017 
 

People:  
Students and Staff 



Spanish, a global language 

More than 472 million of Spanish native speakers in the world 
(2016), and 567 millions of potential speakers 

(1.Mandarin: 898; 3.English:372; 4.Arab: 267; 5.Hindi: 260) 



Spanish as foreing language courses 

• The oldest Spanish University teaching 
Spanish as foreign language (Jaca, 1927).  

• Since 2015  providing official accreditation 
from Instituto Cervantes: DELE, SIELE…  

Year 2015-2016 
 

1114 students from 
60 different countries 
(Vietnam 272, China 
203, Italy 63, South 

Korea 57, Japan 
51,… Poland 8) 



Universidad de Zaragoza  
in the University rankings 

Among the top 2% of the most prestigious universities 
worldwide since 2003 
• The 7th university in Spain according to scientific and academic 

production 

• The first Spanish university in Chemistry (among the 100 best 
universities in the world) (ARWU) 

• Among the 200 in Computational Sciences 

• The 2nd Spanish University in reimbursement from patent 
licenses 

• The first Spanish University in Sport Science (24th in the world) 
2016 (ARWU) 
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The University of Zaragoza takes part in 
various EU programs for students and staff 
mobility as Erasmus + (2015-2016: 1663 
agreements with 599 institutions; students: 
935 outgoing; 715 incoming).  
 
4% of UNIZAR students take part in 
international mobility programs 

STUDYING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
 ZARAGOZA 

ERASMUS + 
2015-16 



Incoming and 
outgoing 

Erasmus + students 
2015-2016 
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ERASMUS+ AGREEMENTS 
WITH POLISH UNIVERSITIES 

UNIWERSYTET RZESZOWSKI  
UNIWERSYTET SLASKI  
UNIWERSYTET EKONOMICZNY W KRAKOWIE 
POLITECHNIKA BIALOSTOCKA  
POLITECHNIKA LUBELSKA  
THE STATE HIGHER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL IN NYSA 
POLITECHNIKA POZNANSKA  
AKADEMIA SZTUK PIEKNYCH W POZNANIU   
WEST POMERANIAN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, SZCZECIN 
POLITECHNIKA WARSZAWSKA   
SZKOLA WYZSZA PSYCHOLOGII SPOLECZNEJ  
POLITECHNIKA WROCLAWSKA  
AKADEMIA GÓRNICZO-HUTNICZA  
UNIWERSYTET IM. ADAMA MICKIEWICZA 
UNIWERSYTET WARSZAWSKI 
UNIWERSYTET JAGIELLOÑSKI  
SZKOLA GLOWNA GOSPODARSTWA WIEJSKIEGO 
KATOLICKI UNIWERSYTET LUBELSKI    
RADOM ACADEMY OF ECONOMICS  
WYZSZA SZKOLA PEDAGOGICZNA TOWARZYSTWA WIEDZY POWSZECHNEJ   
UNIWERSYTET GDANSKI  
UNIWERSYTET LÓDZKI  
WYZSZA SZKOLA HANDLU I PRA WA ''LAZARSKI''  
UNIWERSYTET WROCLAWSKI  
AKADEMIA MUZYCZNA W GDANSKU  
AKADEMIA WYCHOWANIA FIZYCZNEGO IM. JEDRZEJA SNIADECKIEGO  
WROCLAW UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS  
THE STATE VOCATIONAL HIGHER SCHOOL IN ZAMOSC  
PEDAGOGICAL UNIVERSITY OF CRACOW 
UNIWERSYTET MIKOLAJA KOPERNIKA W TORUNIU 
UNIWERSYTET TECHNOLOGICZNO-PRZYRODNICZY  
SZKOLA GLOWNA GOSPODARSTWA WIEJSKIEGO  
UNIVERSITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND LIFE SCIENCES    

Tourism,  
Engineering, 

 Physics,  
Chemistry, 

 Mathematics, 
 Nursing,  

Health Sciences,  
Psycology,  

Business and Economy, 
Education,  

Law,  
Language, 

 Geography,  
Archaeology & History, 

Vetrinary, 
 Agrofood,  

Agriculture 
 



The University of Zaragoza was chosen by European students as 
one of the three best in the continent to pursue university studies 

STUDYING AT THE UNIVERSIDAD DE ZARAGOZA 
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54 GRADE STUDIES 
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57 MASTER STUDIES 
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43 DOCTORAL 
PROGRAMMES 



INTERNATIONALIZATION 
 
Operative and planned double degrees with universities from 
Brazil, China, France, Ireland and Germany, including one 
Erasmus Mundus Program (Master and Doctorate on Membrane 
Engineering with universities from France, Czech Republic, 
Portugal, the Netherlands). 
 

2100 agreements all around the world 
 
 

International Students’ 
Welcome Event 
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208 

113 

43 

69 

13 

4 

4 

30 

International agreements (besides EU programs) 



Distinguished Students, Professors  
and Honoris Causa Doctors 
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Santiago Ramón y Cajal (Medicine Nobel Prize, 1906) 
 
José Martí (Cuban liberator, 1871-1875) 
 
María Moliner (author of Diccionario de Uso del Español, 1900-1981) 
 
César Alierta (President of TELEFONICA) 
 
Carlos López Otín (Spanish research prize, Biology, 2008) 
 
Aurora Egido (Spanish research prize, Humanities, 2008 and Member 
 of the Royal Spanish Academy [RAE]) 
 
Luis Oro Giral (Spanish research prize, Chemistry 2007) 
 
Luis Buñuel (film director, 1900-1983) [Dr hon. Causa] 
 
Rigoberta Menchú (Nobel Peace Prize 1992) [Dr hon. causa] 
 
Richard R. Schrock (Nobel Chemistry Prize 2005) [Dr hon. causa] 



Multidisciplinary University 
• Humanities 
• Social and Law 
• Experimental Sciences 
• Biosciences and Health 
• Engineering and Architecture 







University Research Institutes 

OWN INSTITUTES: 
Institute of NanoScience of Aragón– INA 
Institute of Biocomputation and Physics of Complex Systems – BIFI 
Institute of Engineering of Aragón – I3A 
Institute of Environmental Sciences of Aragón – IUCA 
Institute of Mathematics and its applications – IUMA 
(Institute of Heritage [Humanities] — forthcoming) 
 
OTHER INSTITUTES (shared with CSIC, GdA,MIT,...): 
Institute of Chemical Synthesis and Homogeneus Catalysis – ISQCH 
Institute of Materials Science of Aragón, ICMA 
Agrofood Institute of Aragón 
Centre of Research for Energy Resources and Consumption - CIRCE 
 
Health Research Institute of Aragon 
 
Zaragoza Logistic Center- ZLC  
 
 



April 19, 2017. Vice-rector for Science, L. M. García Vinuesa, announcing the grant to 
prof. Jesús Santamaria (INA) of an ERC Advanced Grant (2,5 M €) for the project 
CADENCE which proposes a new advance in the oncological fight, by means of 
catalysts that will turn the molecules useful for the tumor in toxic products in situ. 
Prof. Santamaría has obtained a total funding of 4.35 M euros in a period of six years. 
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